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mit another view. The crisis is not at an end, but only
postponed. The question whether Prince Bismarck is
to retire from the service of Prussia and the Empire has,
to the relief of all who wished well to both, been
answered in the negative, but that answer is only for
the time being. Those who arc acquainted with the
situation still regard the future with anxiety. It is by
no means certain that the Imperial Chancellor will return
in that capacity, and if he does it may be taken as certain
that things will not remain us they were before. In
other words, the Prince will lay down his conditions
before he resumes his official duties, with their aims and
burdens, and these conditions must be agreed to if we
are to see him again at work as of old.

" Public opinion can render some assistance here.
It will do well not to rest content with the present
situation, but, on the contrary, to show a clearer per-
ception than it has hitherto done of the grave causes
which have mainly produced this lingering and pro-
tracted crisis ; and to give it unremitting and persistent
expression in the press, at the same time urging the
removal of those strangely abnormal conditions under
which even a Bismarck cannot work effectively ; much
leas any such successor as has been suggested within the
past few weeks, however distinguished, independent and
tactful he may be. The press may do good service if it
will pay attention to the following hints, and give them
the widest possible publicity.

u< EiToneouB views are held of the Chancellor's posi-
tion in many respects. Just as he is considered from
his appearance to be more healthy, and from his extensive
estates to be more wealthy than he is in reality, so there
is a widespread misconception as to the influence which
he exercises, inasmuch as it is usually thought to be